Consent for the Fresno County Gang Prevention Assessment Student Survey

2008-2009 School Year

Dear Parent or Guardian,

County of Fresno is conducting an assessment of youth gang activity in the community. As part of this assessment, we are surveying school-age youth in 8th grade to ask their opinion about a number of things in their life. 

This information will gather opinions the youth in (name of school) have about their neighborhood and community, including friends, family, and school life. The survey will ask questions regarding your child’s perception about gangs and participation in gang-like or gang related activities. You can view a copy of the survey questions in the office of your child’s school or online at www.fcgpc.org/links. 
We also are surveying different groups in the community such as social service agencies, community leaders, law enforcement, parents, and others about their views on gang activity.

We would like your permission to survey your child, along with his or her classmates, to gather this information. The information your child provides will be kept strictly confidential. As neither your name nor your child’s name will appear on the survey, your child’s response to any question cannot be attributed to him/her. The results will be made available for analysis only under strict confidentiality controls.
Your child’s participation in this survey is completely voluntary. Only those children and parents who wish to participate will do so, and any child may stop taking part in the survey at any time. Your child does not have to take the survey.  Participation is voluntary and requires your permission.
The survey will be administered on [DATE OF SURVEY ADMINISTRATION].  It will take about one class period to complete (about 50 minutes) and will be administered in your child’s [regular 8th grade Health] class.  

If you have any questions, please contact (name) at (phone number). Thank you very much for helping us with the important information that your son/daughter can provide.

The survey was developed with funding from the Office of Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevention by Developmental Research & Programs (now Channing-Bete Company), an employee-owned company that provides publishing, distribution and growth of positive youth development programming to reach its mission   “to strengthen individuals, families, and communities by reinforcing healthy behaviors and commitment to positive social values.” If you have any questions about this survey, or about your rights, call the district at [INSERT PHONE NUMBER OF DISTRICT CONTACT]. 


Consent Form

Please check below whether you grant permission, sign, and return this form to the teacher who distributed it within three days:


___ I give permission for my child to be in the Gang Prevention Student Survey. 


___ I do not give permission for my child to be in the Gang Prevention Student Survey. 

Signature:


Date: 


My child’s name is:





