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Thank you for agreeing to participate in this survey.  The survey asks your opinion about a number of things in your life, including your friends, your family, your neighborhood, your community, and your activities.  tc "Thank you for agreeing to participate in this survey.  The survey asks your opinion about a number of things in your life, including your friends, your family, your neighborhood, your community, and your activities.  "
Your answers to these questions will be CONFIDENTIAL. This means your answers will stay secret.  Your name will never be asked.  Please DO NOT write your name on this survey.tc "Your answers to these questions will be CONFIDENTIAL. This means your answers will stay secret.  Your name will never be asked.  Please DO NOT write your name on this survey."
This survey is completely voluntary.  You can skip any question that you do not wish to answer.tc "This survey is completely voluntary.  You can skip any question that you do not wish to answer."
Other students have said that this survey is very interesting and they enjoy filling it out.  We hope you will also.  Be sure to read the instructions below before you begin to answer. tc "Other students have said that this survey is very interesting and they enjoy filling it out.  We hope you will also.  Be sure to read the instructions below before you begin to answer. "
1.
This is not a test, so there are no right or wrong answers.tc "1.
This is not a test, so there are no right or wrong answers."
2.
Answer by marking in the answer space and use the closest answer to the truth.  If you are not sure what a question means, leave it blank.tc "2.
Answer by marking in the answer space and use the closest answer to the truth.  If you are not sure what a question means, leave it blank."
3.
Please follow these instructions carefully.tc "3.
Please follow these instructions carefully."

It is best to use a pencil.tc "
It is best to use a pencil."

Make heavy marks inside the circles.tc "
Make heavy marks inside the circles."

Erase cleanly any answer you wish to change.tc "
Erase cleanly any answer you wish to change."

Make no other marking or comments on the answer pages.tc "
Make no other marking or comments on the answer pages."
4.
Some of the questions have the following format:tc "4.
Some of the questions have the following format\:"

Please mark the circle next to the word that best describes how you feel about that sentence.  tc "
Please mark the circle next to the word that best describes how you feel about that sentence.  "

Example:  Pepperoni pizza is one of my favorite foods.  tc "
Example\:  Pepperoni pizza is one of my favorite foods.  "

NO!

no
    yes
    (  YES!


Mark “NO!” if you think the statement is definitely not true for you.


Mark “no” if you think the statement is mostly not true for you.


Mark “yes” if you think the statement is mostly true for you.


Mark “YES!” if you think the statement is definitely true for you.

In the example above, the student marked “yes” because he or she thinks the statement is mostly true. (Please mark only one answer.)

These questions ask for some general information about the people completing the survey.  Please mark the response that best describes you.

1) How old are you? Please circle the correct answer.


10
11
12
13
14
15 
16
17or older

2) Choose all that describe you:

Female

Male 

Black, African-American
American Indian or Alaska Native 

Mexican, Mexican-American
Spanish/Hispanic/Latino

Puerto Rican


Cuban
White 


Vietnamese
Chinese


Japanese

Filipino


Asian Indian

Native Hawaiian


Samoan

Korean


Guamanian
Other Asian 





Other Pacific Islander 



Some other race 





I live on a farm 

I live in the country, not on a farm 

I live in a city, town, or suburb

English is the language I use most at home

I use a language other than English most often at home 





3) Think of where you live most of the time. 
Which of the following people live there with you? 
(Choose all that apply.) 

Mother

Grandfather

Stepmother

Uncle

Foster mother

Other adults

Grandmother

Brother(s)

Aunt

Stepbrother(s)

Father

Sister(s)

Stepfather

Stepsister(s)

Foster father

Other children

4) How many brothers and sisters, including stepbrothers and stepsisters, do you have? 
      Please circle the correct answer.
0 
1
2
3
4
5
6 or more 

This section asks about your experiences in school.

5) Putting them all together, what were your grades like last year? 


Mostly Fs


Mostly Ds


Mostly Cs


Mostly Bs


Mostly As

6) I feel safe at my school.


NO!

no

yes

YES!

Now, thinking back over the past year in school, how often did you... 

7) Enjoy being in school? 


Never

Seldom

Sometimes


Often

Almost always

These questions ask about your feelings and experiences in other parts of your life.

8) Think of your four best friends (the friends you feel closest to.)   In the past year (12 months), how many of your best friends have:

Been suspended from school? 


None

1

2

3

4

Carried a handgun? 


None

1

2

3

4

Sold illegal drugs? 


None

1

2

3

4

Stolen or tried to steal a car or motorcycle? 


None

1

2

3

4

Been arrested? 


None

1

2

3

4

Dropped out of school? 


None

1

2

3

4

Been members of a gang? 


None

1

2

3

4

9) How wrong do you think it is for someone your age to: 

Take a handgun to school? 


Very wrong



Wrong


A little bit wrong


Not wrong at all

Steal anything worth more than $5? 


Very wrong



Wrong


A little bit wrong


Not wrong at all

Pick a fight with someone? 


Very wrong



Wrong


A little bit wrong


Not wrong at all

Attack someone with the idea of seriously hurting them? 


Very wrong



Wrong


A little bit wrong


Not wrong at all

Stay away from school all day when their parents think they are at school? 


Very wrong



Wrong


A little bit wrong


Not wrong at all

10) How many times in the past year (12 months) have you: 

Been suspended from school? 


Never



1 or 2 times



3 to 5 times


6 to 9 times


10 to 19 times

20 to 29 times


30 to 39 times

40+ times

Carried a handgun? 


Never



1 or 2 times




3 to 5 times


6 to 9 times



10 to 19 times

20 to 29 times


30 to 39 times

40+ times

Sold illegal drugs? 


Never



1 or 2 times




3 to 5 times


6 to 9 times



10 to 19 times

20 to 29 times


30 to 39 times

40+ times

Stolen or tried to steal a motor vehicle such as a car or motorcycle? 


Never



1 or 2 times




3 to 5 times


6 to 9 times



10 to 19 times

20 to 29 times


30 to 39 times

40+ times

Been arrested? 


Never



1 or 2 times




3 to 5 times


6 to 9 times



10 to 19 times

20 to 29 times


30 to 39 times

40+ times

Attacked someone with the idea of seriously hurting them? 


Never



1 or 2 times




3 to 5 times


6 to 9 times



10 to 19 times

20 to 29 times


30 to 39 times

40+ times

Been drunk or high at school? 


Never



1 or 2 times




3 to 5 times


6 to 9 times



10 to 19 times

20 to 29 times


30 to 39 times

40+ times

Taken a handgun to school? 


Never



1 or 2 times




3 to 5 times


6 to 9 times



10 to 19 times

20 to 29 times


30 to 39 times

40+ times

11) Are there any gangs at your school?


No

Yes

Don’t Know

12) Do any of the students at your school belong to a gang?


No

Yes

Don’t Know

If you answered YES to any of the two previous questions, please answer these questions; otherwise continue on to the next section.

13) How often have gangs been involved in fights, attacks, or violence at your school in the past six months?


Never






Almost every day

Once or twice a month


Don’t know


Once or twice a week

14) Have gangs been involved in the sale of drugs at your school in the past six months? 


No


Yes


Don’t Know

15) Have any gang members brought guns to your school in the past six months?


No


Yes


Don’t Know

16) Do the gangs around your school do the following things?










No
Yes
Help out in the community



Get in fights with other gangs



Provide protection for each other


Steal things





Rob other people





Steal cars





Sell marijuana





Sell other illegal drugs




Damage or destroy property



The next section asks about your experiences with gangs.  (A “crew” or a “posse” is considered a gang.)  If you have NEVER been in a gang, please skip to the next section.

17) Have you ever belonged to a gang?


No


Yes

18) If you have ever belonged to a gang, did that gang have a name?


No


Yes

19) Are you a gang member now?


No


Yes

20) How many members are there in your gang?


Not in a gang 

11 to 20

1 to 5




21 to 30
6 to 10




More than 30

21) How many boys belong to your gang?


No boys

 

11 to 20

1 to 5




21 to 30
6 to 10




More than 30

22) How many girls belong to your gang?


No girls

 

11 to 20

1 to 5




21 to 30
6 to 10




More than 30

23) If you belong to a gang, suppose the circle below represents your gang.  How far from the center of the gang are you? (circle the number that best describes your place in the gang)


24) If you are in a gang, do the following describe your gang?






No
Yes
You can join before age 13.



There are initiation rites.




The gang has established leaders.


The gang has regular meetings.



The gang has specific rules or codes.


Gang members have specific roles.


There are roles for each age group.


The gang has symbols or colors.



There are specific roles for girls.


25) Why did you join the gang? Mark all that apply.
For fun

For protection

A friend was in the gang

A brother or sister was in the gang

I was forced to join

To get respect

For money

To fit in better

Other (specify)_____________________________
Not in a gang

26) If you are in a gang, does your gang do the following things?







No
Yes
Help out in the community




Get in fights with other gangs



Provide protection for each other



Steal things





Rob other people





Steal cars





Sell marijuana





Sell other illegal drugs





Damage or destroy property




The next questions ask about the neighborhood and community where 
you live.

27) How wrong would most adults in your neighborhood think it was for kids your age to: 

Use marijuana 



Very Wrong


Wrong




A Little Wrong

Not wrong at All

Drink alcohol



Very Wrong


Wrong




A Little Wrong

Not Wrong at All

Smoke cigarettes 



Very Wrong


Wrong




A Little Wrong

Not Wrong at All

28) About how many adults (over 21) have you known personally who in the past year have: 

Used marijuana, crack, cocaine, or other drugs?


None



1 adult


2 adults

3 or 4 adults


5 or more adults 

Sold or dealt drugs? 


None



1 adult


2 adults

3 or 4 adults


5 or more adults 

Done other things that could get them in trouble with the police like stealing, selling stolen goods, mugging, or assaulting others, etc. 


None



1 adult


2 adults

3 or 4 adults


5 or more adults 

Gotten drunk or high?


None



1 adult


2 adults

3 or 4 adults


5 or more adults  

29) I like my neighborhood.


NO!

no

yes

YES!

30) How much do each of the following statements describe your neighborhood. 

Crime and/or drug selling 

NO!

no

yes

YES!

Fights


NO!

no

yes

YES!

Lots of empty or abandoned buildings 


NO!

no

yes

YES!

Lots of graffiti 


NO!

no

yes

YES!

31) Which of the following activities for people your age are available in your community? 

Sports teams
No

Yes 
Scouting

No

Yes   

Boys & Girls clubs
No

Yes 
4-H clubs 

No

Yes  

Service clubs
No

Yes 
The next few questions ask about your family.

32) When I am not at home, one of my parents knows where I am and who I am with. 


NO!

no

yes

YES!

33) If you skipped school, would you be caught by your parents? 


NO!

no

yes

YES!

34) My parents notice when I am doing a good job and let me know about it.


Never or almost never


Sometimes


Often


All the time

35) Do you feel very close to your mother?


NO!

no

yes

YES!

36) Do you share your thoughts and feelings with your mother?


NO!

no

yes

YES!

37) My parents ask me what I think before most family decisions affecting me are made.


NO!

no

yes

YES!

38) How often do your parents tell you they’re proud of you for something you’ve done?

Never or almost never

Sometimes

Often

All the time

39) Do you share your thoughts and feelings with your father?


NO!

no

yes

YES!

40) Do you enjoy spending time with your mother?


NO!

no

yes

YES!

41) Do you enjoy spending time with your father?


NO!

no

yes

YES!

42) If I had a personal problem, I could ask my mom or dad for help.


NO!

no

yes

YES!

43) Do you feel very close to your father?


NO!

no

yes

YES!

44) My parents give me lots of chances to do fun things with them.


NO!

no

yes

YES!

45) My parents ask if I’ve gotten my homework done. 


NO!

no

yes

YES!

46) People in my family have serious arguments. 


NO!

no

yes

YES!

47) Would your parents know if you did not come home on time? 


NO!

no

yes

YES!

48) Often, when I am angry at people, I feel more like hurting them than talking to them about why I am angry.


NO!

no

yes

YES!



49) When I am really angry, other people better stay away from me.




NO!

no

yes

YES!

50) I will try to get things I want even when I know it’s causing problems for other people.




NO!

no

yes

YES!

51) I lose my temper pretty easily.



NO!

no

yes

YES!

52) I sometimes find it exciting to do things for which I might get in trouble. 




NO!

no

yes

YES!

53) I often act on the spur of the moment. 


NO!

no

yes

YES!

54) I often do whatever brings me pleasure here and now, even at the cost of a distant goal.



NO!

no

yes

YES!

55) I don’t devote much thought and effort to preparing for the future. 




NO!

no

yes

YES!

56) I dislike really hard tasks that stretch my abilities to the limit.





NO!

no

yes

YES!

57) When things get complicated, I tend to quit or withdraw


NO!

no

yes

YES!

58) Right now, or when you were growing up, was/is anyone in your family involved in a gang?  Mark all family members that are/were in a gang:
Brothers

Sisters
Mother

    Father

Uncles
Aunts


Cousins

    Grandparents 













1





2





3





4





5









